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IN MEMORIAM

Dimitar Mishev (1933–2003)*
Professor Dimitar Mishev, one of the most distinguished Bulgarian scientists, passed away on 13 February 2003. He is renowned both as one of the founders of the Bulgarian TV broadcasting and as a leader of the space research and remote sensing in Bulgaria. 

In 1974 Dimitar Mishev joined the Central Laboratory for Space Research of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAS) as a Professor, head of the Department of remote sensing of the Earth and planets. He led the developments of many spectrometric and radiometric instruments and sensors aimed to measure the reflectance characteristics of natural formations both aboard aerospace platforms and on ground-based observation sites. Among the most popular instruments are the field spectrometers ISOH, the spectrometric system SPECTRUM, being operated for many years onboard Salyut-6, Salyut-7 and MIR space stations, the video-spectrometric and navigation complex FREGAT onboard interplanetary space station Phobos, and the star-orientation system of the interplanetary space station Venus-Halley.  He was one of the leaders of the scientific programs of the two Bulgarian cosmonauts and the program manager of the Bulgarian space project “Bulgaria-1300-II”, devoted to the remote sensing of the Earth.

Professor Mishev conducted an extensive theoretical research on processing and interpretation of spectrometric and video-spectrometric data. He contributed significantly to the theory of mixed spectral classes by developing new methods for decomposition of the classes of reflectance characteristics of the natural formations. He authored and co-authored more than 300 scientific publications and 35 books, dictionaries and manuals. He was a holder of 66 Bulgarian, French and Russian patents. 

Dimitar Mishev founded the Central Laboratory for Solar-Terrestrial Influences at BAS in 1990 and was its director until the unforeseen death. He was elected a member of the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences in 1995. Prof. Mishev chaired several national commissions for the international scientific organizations, such as COSPAR, URSI and IAF. Longer than a decade he was president of the Bulgarian Astronautical Society. Dimitar Mishev was a full member of Section Basic Sciences of the International Academy of Astronautics, member of the IAF Earth Observation Committee, the Scientific Council of the Nansen International Environment Remote Sensing Center, the International EurAsian Academy of Sciences, and the International Engineering Academy. 
* The present issue of BGJ (2002, V. 28, 1-4) is published in 2003.
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